The nature of inheritance of days to first fruit set, days to first picking, plant height, number of primary branches per plant, fruit size, flesh thickness, number of fruits per plant, average fruit weight, fruit yield per plant and number of locules was studied from a 10 parent diallel cross of Solanum lycopersicum L. None of the parents exhibited desirable gca effects for all the traits in individual as well as in pooled over environments. However, overall ranking of genotypes revealed that the parents Arka Vikas, KS-227, Roma, DVRT-I and DARL-63 exhibited significant desirable gca effects for most of the traits.
Introduction
Tomato (Solanum lycopersicum L., 2n = 24) a member of solanaceae family, is one of the most important vegetable crops both because of its special nutritive value and also due to its worldwide cultivation. Besides, fresh consumption, tomato ranks first among processed vegetables in the world given by Dhaliwal et al. (2000) . In India, tomato is grown across all agro-ecological zones and occupies an area of about 865 thousand ha with an annual production of 16826 thousand metric tones Anonymous (2010-11) . The average productivity is 19.50 mtha -1 in the country as against 27.20 t ha -1 in the world. Information pertaining to different types of gene action, relative magnitude of genetic variance and combining ability estimates are important and vital parameters to mould the genetic makeup of tomato crop. This important information could prove an essential strategy to tomato breeders in the screening of better parental combinations for further enhancement of desired traits. Combining ability studies provide useful information for the selection of suitable genotypes for an effective hybridization and at the same time elucidate the nature and magnitude of different types of gene action. The entire genetic variability observed in the analysis for each trait was partitioned into its components, i.e. general (GCA) and specific combining ability (SCA) by Sprague (1966) . GCA effects were due to additive type of gene action and SCA effects were due to non-additive (dominant or epistatic) gene action. Several studies of combining ability for yield components are available in many species. Some researchers found the predominancy of GCA to be more important than that of SCA reported by Khan et al. (1991); Yaqoob et al. (1997) , while others suggested that SCA was more important reported by Ortiz and Golmirzaie (2004) , Biswas et al. (2005) . The present investigation was carried out to analyze tomato cultivars to ascertain the relative performance regarding combining ability effects for yield and its components. suitable for fresh market purpose. Yield potential is 350-400 q/ha in 105-110 days of crop duration.
KS-227
It is a mid early maturing variety, selection of Kaliyanpur, Kanpur. Plants are indeterminate; Fruits are medium in size, flattish, round, slightly furrowed, green stem end, smooth, semi-fleshy and high yielding. It is suitable for table purpose.
VLT-32
It is a selection of Vivekanand Parvati Krishi Anusandan Shala (VPKAS).
DARL-63
It is a selection from Pithoragarh Uttrakhand.
DVRT-1
This variety has been developed at IIVR (Indian Institute of Vegetable Research, Varanasi). Plants are indeterminate. Fruits are large, spherical, attractive red with 5-6 locules. It gives an average yield of 600q/ha.
Local
It is a local selection of Srinagar.
Marglobe
It is a selection from a cross between Marvel and Globe. It is an introduction, mid season variety. Plants are 70-80 cm tall, vigorous, erect and indeterminate growth habit. Leaves are large and broad with dense foliage. It has typically 4-5 flowers on truss, which bears 3 or 4 fruits. Fruits are nearly round, deep scarlet colour on ripening, 3-5 locules, juicy, mildly acidic, thick walled, smooth, solid and less seeded. Fruits have dark green shoulder. Diameter of ripe fruit is about 7.5 cm and weighing 100-150 g.
Shalimar-II
It is a selection from SKUAST (Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science and Technology Kashmir). Plants are early maturing, indeterminate, dwarf and erect growing. Potato leaved plant with high yielding potential at the higher elevation. It yields about 200-210 q/ha.
Roma
It is an introduction from USA (EC-13513). Plants are determinate, semi-dwarf, bushy growth habit with luxuriant foliage cover. Fruits are borne in 4-5 clusters, pear shaped with thick pericarp, 7 cm long, 5 cm in girth, red in colour on ripening, free from green shoulder, bilocular, small seeded cavity, less seeded, medium, elliptical, good foliage cover and high TSS. This variety possesses good keeping quality, suitable for transportation and processing.
Shalimar-I
It is a selection from SKUAST (Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Science and Technology Kashmir). Plants are semi-determinate and fruit profusely. Fruits are red and round, appealing in colour. Fruits mature in about 100-110 days, yielding 200-210 q/ha.
Forty five F 1 crosses were generated through 10 x 10 diallel mating design at Vegetable Experimental Farm, Division of Vegetable Science, SKUAST-K, Shalimar during the year 2010. The final experimental materials consisting of ten parents and forty five F 1 crosses were evaluated during year 2011 at three locations. Vegetable Experimental Field, Division of Vegetable Science, SKUAST-K, Shalimar, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Malangpora, Faculty of Agriculture, SKUAST-K, Wadura, Sopore, Baramulla. At each location, the experiment was laid out in completely randomized block design with three replications. The row to row and plant to plant spacing was maintained at 60 x 45 cm. Recommended package of practices were adopted to raise a healthy crop at all the locations. The observations were recorded on five randomly selected plants in each replication at all locations. The observations were recorded on the following characters: Days to first fruit set, days to first picking, plant height, number of primary branches per plant, fruit size, flesh thickness, number of fruits per plant, average fruit weight, fruit yield per plant and number of locules. The combining ability analysis over the environments was carried out as per the procedure carried out by Singh (1973b Singh ( , 1979 for the data collected from half diallel (Parents and F 1 's) scheme. The data was derived from reference population, and the environments were random and contrasting. Therefore, both genotypes and locations (environments) were fixed and as such Method II and Model I was adopted for analysis. The analysis was based on the following statistical model: (gl) ik = interaction effect corresponding to g i and l k , (gl) jk = interaction effect corresponding to g j and l k , (sl) ijk = interaction effect corresponding to S ij and l k , and e ijkr = random error
Results and Discussion
Combining ability of a line indicates its potentiality in cross combination with other lines. Combining ability analysis helps in selection of parents for hybridization and also in selecting a proper breeding procedure. General combining ability (GCA) measures the average performance of a parent in various hybrid combinations.
General combining ability estimates the mean performance of a parent relative to all its hybrid combinations and indicates additive genetic effects reported by Sprague (1966) . The additive genetic effects give the direct measurement of the breeding value of a parent. However, the performance of a genotype based on GCA combined with per se performance is much more reliable.
Perusal of results on GCA effects indicated that none of the parents possessed significant and desirable general combining ability for all the traits simultaneously. However, different parents were found to reveal desirable general combining ability for different trait. For maturity traits, i.e., days to first fruit set and days to first picking Local, M.G, S-II and Roma showed significant negative GCA effects in almost all environments and pooled analysis. A. Vikas, Local, M.G, S-II and Roma were found desirable with respect to days to first fruit set; KS-227, Local, M.G, S-II and Roma for days to first picking. For plant height Local, M.G, S-II, Roma and S-I and for a number of primary branches per plant A. Vikas, DVRT-1, Local, S-II and Roma were found to be desirable combiners. For fruit size A. Vikas, M.G, S-II and Roma showed positive and significant GCA effects. VLT-32, DARL-63, DVRT-1 and S-I were found to be good combiners for flesh thickness; A. Vikas, KS-227, Local, M.G, S-II and Roma for a number of fruits per plant. For average fruit weight A. Vikas, KS-227, DARL-63, DVRT-1, Local and S-II depicted significant positive GCA effects. Desirable GCA effects were also depicted by A. Vikas, KS-227, M.G and S-II for fruit yield per plant and VLT-32 and DARL-63 for a number of locules fruit -1 . In most of the cases, high general combining ability for the traits was associated with their high to average per se performance and poor general combining ability was associated with low per se performance. Overall performance of parents revealed that Local, M.G, S-II and Roma were desirable for most of the traits (maturity, yield and yield component traits). None of the parents exhibited superior general combining ability for all the traits simultaneously. Similar results have also been reported by Joshi et al. (2004) , Hannan et al. (2007) and Dhaliwal et al. (2000) . As none of the parents were a good combiner for all the traits simultaneously, the parents with desirable GCA for maximum traits could be selected for use in further breeding programmes. In case of self-pollinated species, like tomato, mass selection and progeny selection should be followed. Nandadevi et al. (2003) suggested that the genotypes which showed significant gca effect in desirable direction for various characters could be used in multiple crosses and segregating population obtained thereof, could be used for identifying and selecting segregants which are expected to recombine most of the favourable alleles distributed among the parents. Rao et al. (2007) made it evident from their study that the fruit related traits were under the control of additive gene action and seed related traits are under non-additive gene action and suggested that breeding procedure of population improvement or some form of recurrent selection could be beneficial for improving the fruit quality. 
